Quartet
CONRAD WILSON

AN EVENING of Elliott Carter
is an exhilanating affair  when
the Composens Quartet ane
responsible for it. This week
thiey have been touning Scottish
campuses with all three of
Carter's string quartets. Yes-
tenday, on an all-or-nothing
basis which lost them an audi-
ence, they brought their trip-
- tyich o Edinbungh University.

- Carter, at 70, is Amemnica's
most distinguished composer.
His music, on the printed page,
can look dauntingly complex —
and sounds it, too, when malad-
roitly penformed. But the Com-
posers Quartet, who are not
rattled by problems of tempo
and rhythm, made these works
seem, if not exactly easy, at
least ‘wonderfully assured, pas-
sionate and eventful.

In the Second Quartet, which
opened the programme, the dif-
ficulties were hair-raising
enough. The first bar of the
presto scherzando was divided
into 60 equal parts lasting a
total of less than two seconds,
with each instrument entering
on different counts. The Third
Quartet reputedly took the
count up to 630, though in this
work the players were tuned
into a taped. " click-track"
which, through ear-plugs, told
them where the beats fell.

Which all 'sounds very cere-
bral, though in fact the music
hardly seemed cerebral at all.
However tiring the rehearsals
were — and the Third Quartet,
divided into two independent
duos, has been compared with
the simultaneous projection of
two intricate films — the
result yesterday was a com-
pelling interplay of lyrical,
dramatic, imaginative music,

7« wrought and sustained
‘First Quartet for n“
ates without fatigue.
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Edinburgh University Concerts 1978-79

COMPOSERS
STRING QUARTET

STRING QUARTET No. 2 ELLIOTT CARTER
STRING QUARTET No. 3 ELLIOTT CARTER
STRING QUARTET No. 1 ELLIOTT CARTER

In the Reid Concert Hall
on Thursday 8 March at 7-30

Tickets 80p (Students 40p)
from the Edinburgh Bookshop
and the Concert Office, Music Faculty

Presented with the financial support
of the Scottish Arts Council

An introductory lecture (with illustrations

by the Composers Quartet) will be given by
Mr BAYAN NORTHCOTT on the day of the
concert, at 515 p.m. in the Reid Concert Hall
(Admission free)
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