Edinburgh
Peter Mountain

By RAYMOND MONELLE

THE TWO rarities in Peter
Mountain's violin recital at the
Reid Concert Hall, Edinburgh,
last night had much in
common. Both Georges Enesco,
| the Rumanian violinist and

composer who died in 1955,
and David Dorward, an
important . Scottish contem-
porary, have a vein of rhap-
sodic melody which is neverthe-
less contained within powerfully
controlled forms; both have a
love of sheer sound; both are
Romantics, thinking nostalgi-
cally of gipsy music or of the
great outdoors with personal
and intimate emotion.

There were even specific
parallels, like the obsession
with a single note in the
second movement of Dorward's

lin Sonata, and the similar
insistence on hammered notes,
redolent of the cymbalom, in
the slow movement of Enesco's
A minor Sonata, Op. 75.

. If the Dorward succeeded
better than the Enesco, this was
because Mr Mountain's intimate
Style, his dignified spurning of
mere temperament and vulgar
projection, caused the extrovert
parts of the Enesco to lose
point the "czardas" of the
finale with its tense hetero.
' phony of riolin declamation
surrounded by pianistic " wrong
notes," is a ‘vehicle for the
Isaac Sterns of this world.

The opening Beethoven
sonata (Op 30 No.2 in C minor)
Wwas no more than a programme-
filler, = the ' violinist being
troubled by elementary faults

like dubious intonation, the |

Adagio delivered. in. a heavy
espressivo ‘which made" every
phrase hang ponderously on the
ear. Still, this econcert, -like
French grand opera in the

1830's, was 'a good thing to
turn up late for,
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