CEREMONY AT THE OPENING OF THE RESTORED

Saint Gecilia’s Hall
and of the
Russell Gollection
of Early Feoyboard Sustruments
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G. F. Handel (1685 —1759) Concerto for organ in B flat, opus 4 no. 2
A tempo ordinario— Allegro  Adagio — Allegro ma non presto
PETER WILLIAMS
with the Edinburgh Quartet and Marie Dare

e —

The Principal of the University, Professor Michael Swann rrs
The R1ght Honourable the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres k1, GBE
Mrs Gilbert Russell

et

J- Duphly CL7rs< 89) Piéces de clavecm from Troisieéme Livre, 1758
La Forgueray ( rondeau) Chaconne  Menuets ;
played on a harpsichord of 1769 built by Paskal Taskin of Patis
GUSTAV LEONHARDT '
:
Professor Sidney Newman cBE
\ : “ \; \ (]

St Cecilia’s Hall, built in 1762 by Robert Mylﬁe for the
Musical Society of Edinburgh, has been restored as a concert hall and
extended by Ian G. Lindsay & Partners for the University to establish a
Department of Early Keyboard Instruments in the Faculty of Music,

and for the exhibition of the Raymond Russell Collection,
presented in 1964 by Mrs Gllbert Russell

THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH
Friday 28 June 1968 at 3 pm
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Re.tored hall returns

MUSIC

| A’ssessing the role
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to 1its origina ; £St C i
. ; ~or Ot Cecilia’s
e unc lon By CONRAD WILSON
1 : t HE first public event in St voice came over vividly and
fi % : -~ By CONRAD WILSON ? Cecilia’s é{a.lzl since Tjt was Ilﬂgdl};h 5 b &
k 0¥ T s restore dinburgh Univer- 1 the whole, it looks as i
St Cecilia’s Hall — built in 1762 (three years after Handel’s || i el g{,en on Saturday and the hall's most iseful eoutabis
death, eight before Beethoven’s birth) to accommodate the 3 took the form of a_concert tion to our musical experience f
Musical Society of Edinburgh, but more recently a school, a | ¢ party in which Peter Williams Ml o the flgld Oflplif' !
bookbinding factory and a dance-hall — has returned full circle | s pliziltyed tﬁian'%eg.:éﬂgarll ikl 0 foriind ?;usﬁce'ara}gg how pro. |
‘to its original function. Restored by Edinburgh University as £ Z’n dh Marie D alre ’ffh’e quartet  Erammes of trio sonatas, such
a home for the remarkable Russell Collection of old keyboard were also heard on their own &S those supplied by the Martin 4
instruments, it was the scene yesterday of two private inaugural | p in Haydn’s “Bird”), Clifford S e therel, and
concerts; a public concert follows tonight. f Saihes sang songs by Pureell . Whether 12 e WA L
SIS Among the speeches inter- |23 and Jacobean composers and e Sulcl find g h e
mingled with yesterday after-| Ui Dr Williams was joineq by setiin é’tlxl";lm the o e
noon’s  music-making ‘was a|D Gustay Leonhardt "in some Butgabove all, it is going t
delightful account by Lord Craw-| ¢ enchanting duets for two. Key- be a hall for’flines'k'g bt
ford of how things were in the | @ boards. ; music from the time ofe%aydn »
‘heyday of the hall, when concert- | ! More than on the previous backwards, and it was no sur. |
goers arrived by sedan-chair and || evening, which was devoted nrise on Saturday to fing that . i’
the rubbish on the street caused |’ solely to harpsichord music, the greatest - pleasure came |
a parking problem. Today’s one was able to gain an jmpres- from hearing the le Roux pieces |
concertgoers may take a  little sion of what sounds well  in. ‘

| while to get accustomed to going

(fo the Cowgate for their music, i
‘but will surely find the hall an i

(@ marvellous addition to Edin-
burgh’s musical facilities.

i The new facade that has been

slapped on to it (people in 1762
entered by a . different side,
which can still be .seen in
‘Niddrie Street) and the newer of
the two galleries for the instru-
ments are not berhaps the last

| accessible and welcoming one, and |}

this beautiful oval auditorium
and what doesn’t. The weight
of five strings plus the hand-
some brown-and-gold chamber
organ that will be a permanent
feature of the tiny platform is
plainly about as much as the
hall will hold without sounding

dangerously overloaded, even

from a seat at the back.
The quartet on their own

sounded disagreeably stark and -

played in gloriously sweet-toned
duet by Peter Williams and
Gustav Leonhardt. Alas, they
did not last nearly long enough,
and those who had not attended:
his private recital the previous
evening must - have felt tan-

talised to hear so little of Mr:

Leonhardt, - an - outstanding

Dutch  harpsichordist . whose-
Visits to Britain are all to' rare.:
0 more events, 3 harpsi-
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z hord recital by Peter Williams |
rough-edged — henceforward b : :
they would do well to stick fo %‘:gng p],(i)etxjv‘r?ald’mgd by Edtlﬁh |
the more open acoustic of the Edinb, v unFs ore ] urm%m e
Reid School. But the Hass harp- mburgh  Festival. . Other
sichord that was used in the  Plans have yet to be announced.
songs, and the two spinets in  Already the hall has begun to.
the pieces by Gaspard le Roux, take its place in our lives again.

‘word in beauty. But the other

;Eglallpry, bullt_ bg the Freelgasons

s : 7 [auring a period of owners ip in
. . a BL L e ey mineeat _ century,
‘noon imd ggstameeonhar g looks very lovely, with long
?ﬁgsnacfér;h Bt olitad on éxqui— \windows, green walls and deep

I : carpets.  And the instruments sounded delightful, and the solg  —as_an inviting = setting for
gﬁ: p:fle-t%zeegl‘flg?ff‘ “Jﬁg“gﬁg& themselves, many of quite extra. v &

. Special concerts (complete with.
) R ordinary beauty ‘and interest, are a  beautiful pillared “buffet
tion, built by TalfIkH} ucll uﬂgg iﬁg |a treat merely to see, let alone downstairs), as a living museum
| filched by thew azxsTh evgening hear (a handsome illustrated and as a centre of early key-
| Second World arl.l‘ o between | { Catalogue has been published by board music that will win
Dl‘ogl‘ii‘mltnﬁm‘ggi g 2 German |, Edinburgh University Prass). Edinburgh acclaim all over the
f,l,‘,i bgisltr in Hamburg five years ‘ GREAT CHARACTER ) world. e
'ea;rl'ier, which between them pro- i The auditorium has  been| '

vided some fascinating contrasts rebuilt to its original oval shape. ]
in tone—the French instrument Like the pillared foyer and '
made Mr Leonhard’s Bach playing ELalg ” room downstairs, it has|
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sound much more alive and deli- reat  character and charm.
te and fanciful than did the

&re sober German one.
Hall and instruments will now

hough it is too soon yet to say
uch about its acoustics, one can |
t least report that it makes a|
undoubtedly place Scotland still solo harpsichord sound well—
more firmly on the musical map. warm and clear—from the rear |
|'To Professor Newman we all owe hp of the oval, and that people
| thanks for the ten years he has ;eated elsewhere in the 240-seat
|spent in securing the Russell all also spoke favourably of it
| Collection for Edinburgh, and (tonight’s programme, for voice

oy idly. and instrumental ensemble, will
housing them so splendidly be more testing).
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First Public (oncert in
ST CECILIA’S HALL
Cowgate, N(iddry Street
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First Public (oncert in

 Builtin1762 & Restored in1968 SECRECILIA'S Hoa Ll
" bythe University of Edinburgh Comgate, Niddry Street
|
| | ! Built in 1762
| }l GUSTzv LE.ObNHdARDT @D &51‘07’36{ mn 1968
arpsichor
PETER WILLIAMS b_)/ l‘bﬁ
barpsichord & organ _ ' .
Ll University of Edinburgh
tenor
THE EDINBURGH QUARTET B e L Lo o gy g -
— OO0
Saturday 29th Fune 1968

Handel organ concettos, Haydn quastet
\ Purcell and Jacobean songs, harpsichord duets at 8 lb w

— —oOc000———

-  Saturday 29th Fune 1968, 8 pm
\ - Tickets,eight shillings, from

B | the Edinburgh Bookshop SO S SS OO TGOS S




First Public (oncert in
>l CECILIAS:HALL

(owgate, Niddry Street
Builtin 1762 & ‘Restored in 1968

by the University of Edinburgh

oS

GUSTAV LEONHARDT

harpsichord

PETER WILLIAMS

harpsichord & organ

CLIFFORD HUGHES
tenor

THE EDINBURGH QUARTET

A0

Handel organ concertos, Haydn quartct
Purcell and Jacobean songs, harpsichord duets

Saturday 29th Fune 1968, 8pm
Tickets,eight shillings, from
the Edinburgh Bookshop




