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Sonata in C minor D958
Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

(i) Allegro
i) Adagio
(iii) Menuetto: Allegro - Trio
liv) Allegro

Franz Schubert spent most of his life in Vienna, placing himself at the epicentre of
the musical world at the time. He was a fine violinist as a well as pianist, having
been taught both by his father and brother and by the age of ten, he was already a
very talented performer. He was later accepted into a choir at the Court Chapel
and made rapid progress to become leader of the school orchestra. During his
younger years of study, many of his great early works were formed, marking him
out as one of the leading composers of his time.

This particular Sonata is one of the last three written in the last year of Schubert’s
life when he was already extremely ill with syphilis. The Sonata D958 has a fairly
standard first movement but the other three movements are somewhat less
conventional. The second movement contains much unusual chromaticism and
this is followed by a rather sombre and melancholy Menuetto. The last movement
is arguably Schubert’s most frantic movement of all piano works and is in a
restless ‘tarantella’ style from start to finish.

Papillons Op.2
Robert Schumann (1810-1856)

Robert Schumann’s first set of character pieces for piano, Papillons (1829-1831),
may be regarded as a sort of study for the better-known Carnaval (1833-1835).
Both are musical representations of festival scenes and involve multiple
characters and dance-sequences. Schumann, in fact, reworked the elements of
Papillons for use in the later work. This work is meant to represent a masked ball
and was inspired by the novel Flegeljahre by Jean Paul.

The suite begins with a short introduction before launching into a variety of
exquisite short movements. Each one is unrelated to the preceding ones, except
for the finale, in which the theme of the first movement returns. This movement
starts out by quoting the theme of the traditional Grossvater Tanz [(Grandfather's
Dance), which was designed to be played at the end of a celebration.

S.W.

British pianist Samantha Ward has performed extensively around the UK and in
Europe and has appeared on British television and radio several times. In October
2007, she gave her solo debut recital at London's Wigmore Hall and has given solo
recitals in such venues as St Martin in the Fields, St John's Smith Square, St
David's Hall Cardiff and Manchester's Bridgewater Hall, as well as in concert halls
around Europe.

She has won first prize in a number of competitions, starting in 2004 when she
won the Making Music Philip and Dorothy Green Award for Young Concert Artists.
She also won the Beethoven Society of Europe's Intercollegiate Piano Competition
(2006), The Hastings International Concerto Competition as well as the Sir Philip
Ledger Prize for the best Mozart or Beethoven Concerto (2006) and the Worshipful
Company of Musicians' Maisie Lewis Young Concert Artists Fund Award (2007).
Her debut recital at St John's Smith Square in 2009 was chosen to be recorded by
'Slow Down London', to be featured in their 2010 festival. Also in 2010, Samantha
was shortlisted for a 'Woman of the Future' Award in Arts and Culture in
association with Shell and as a result, she was invited to give an interview for
Stylist Magazine in March 2011.

Samantha was awarded a fellowship from the Guildhall School of Music for the
year 2007/8, where she studied under the Senior Professor Joan Havill and was
awarded a major educational award from the Musicians’ Benevolent Fund to
continue her postgraduate studies at the school. She previously studied at
Chetham's School of Music in Manchester with the Polish pianist Alicja
Fiderkiewicz. She has also recently been awarded a scholarship from the
Dartington International Summer Festival where she took masterclasses with
Stephen Bishop-Kovacevich. In November 2011, Samantha recorded both solo
and duet albums (with Maciej Raginia] for Schott Music Publishers.

Future engagements in 2011/12 include recital and concerto engagements around
the UK, as well as a concerto recording of the Dora Bright Piano Concerto in A
minor with the Morley Chamber Orchestra under Charles Peebles. In August
2012, Samantha recorded the piano works of Rory Freckleton at the Wathen Hall,
St Paul's School.




FORTHCOMING CONCERTS:

Tuesday 30 October

1.10pm

Reid Concert Hall

Rocio Banyuls - saxophone

Audrey Innes - piano

RICHARD RODNEY BENNETT Sonata for soprano saxophone and piano
JINDRICH FELD Elegie for soprano saxophaone and piano
HELEN GRIME Shadowplay for soprano sax and piano
ASTOR PIAZZOLLA Adios Nonino

ITTURALDE Pequena Czarda

ADMISSION FREE

Friday 2 November

1.10pm

St. Cecilia’'s Hall

Shuann Chai - fortepiano

DUSSEK Air and Variations ‘Within a Mile of Edinburgh’
HAYDN Sonata in B minor

BEETHOVEN Sonata in C minor Op. 13 (Pathétique)
ADMISSION FREE

Tuesday 6 November

1.10pm

Reid Concert Hall

Canto per Tre

Taylor Wilson - mezzo soprano
Michael Beeston - viola

Margaret Murray McLeod - piano
JOHN McLEOQOD Canto per Tre
SCHUMANN Fantasiestiicke Op.73
JOHN McLEOD Fearful Tales (first performance)
KURT WEILL Songs

ADMISSION FREE
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