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Spring-Summer 2023

Friday 24 February 2023
1.10pm
St. Cecilia’s Hall

Emma Abbate and Julian Perkins - piano duet

Programme of works by Mozart,
Clementi, Beethoven and Weber.

THE UNIVERSITY of EDINBURGH
Edinburgh College of Art




Andante and Variations in G major, K501
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

Sonata for four hands in E flat major, Op. 14 No. 3
Muzio Clementi (1752-1832)

Allegro — Adagio — Rondo: Allegro

Sonata in D Major Op. 6
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

Allegro molto — Rondo

From Huit Piéces, Op. 60
Carl Maria von Weber (1786—1826)

Allegro — Alla siciliana — Rondo
* % %k % %

Emma Abbate and Julian Perkins have given duet recitals at many prestigious
venues including the Royal Opera House, St George’s Bristol, St John’s Smith
Square, Hatchlands Park, the Russell Collection and for the Mozart Society of
America. Hailed for their 'impressive playing' by BBC Music Magazine, they have
recently released Carl Maria von Weber's complete piano duets on an original
Viennese fortepiano for Deux-Elles, and have previously recorded Mozart’s
complete sonatas for keyboard duet on period instruments over two discs for
Resonus Classics. They have each been awarded Associateship of the Royal
Academy of Music in recognition of their ‘significant contribution’ thus far to the
music profession, and have just released Tournament for Twenty Fingers featuring
works by British composers from the twentieth century on BIS Records: the disc
has received a 5 star review on BBC Music Magazine and has been chosen by Scala
Radio as Album of the Weekend.

The Neapolitan pianist Emma Abbate enjoys a demanding career as a piano
accompanist and chamber musician. Described as "an amazingly talented pianist"
by the leading Italian magazine Musica, she has performed in duo recitals for
international festivals and concert societies in Austria, Portugal, Italy, Poland and

USA, and at UK venues such as the Wigmore Hall, Southbank Centre, Royal Opera
House, St John’s Smith Square, St George’s, Bristol and at the Aldeburgh Festival,
in addition to broadcasts on BBC Radio 3.

Emma has made a series of recordings devoted to 20th century Italian vocal
chamber music, the latest of which is the world-premiére Sera d'inverno: Songs
by lldebrando Pizzetti with the acclaimed mezzo-soprano Hanna Hipp on Resonus
Classics: their disc has been praised by Gramophone for its 'considerable intensity'
and was Editor's Choice in the June 2018 issue of the leading Australian magazine
Limelight. Emma previously recorded the world-premiere disc of Shakespeare
Sonnets by Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco with the BBC New Generation Artist
Ashley Riches, also on Resonus Classics.

A keen advocate of contemporary music, Emma hasreleased two discs
devoted to works by Stephen Dodgson that include his piano quintets with
the Tippett Quartet. Other world-premiére recordings include works for cello
and piano by Algernon Ashton and Krzysztof Meyer with Evva Mizerska.
Based in London, Emma is a professor at the Guildhall School of Music &
Drama and a staff coach at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.
www.emmaabbate.com

Julian Perkins has recently succeeded Monica Huggett as Artistic Director of the
Portland Baroque Orchestra in Oregon, USA. Based in the UK, he is also Artistic
Director of Cambridge Handel Opera and Sounds Baroque. He has performed
regularly at the Salzburg Festival, Edinburgh International Festival and BBC Proms,
directed numerous groups ranging from the Academy of Ancient Music to the
Orchestra of Welsh National Opera, and featured as soloist in concertos with
groups such as the Royal Northern Sinfonia, Orchestra of the Age of
Enlightenment, The Sixteen and Florilegium.

Julian has appeared as solo harpsichordist or fortepianist at the Bayerische
Staatsoper in Munich, Royal Opera House, Covent Garden and Welsh National
Opera, among others, features regularly on the BBC Early Music Show and In Tune,
and performed as a soloist at London’s Wigmore Hall, New York’s Lincoln Center
and Sydney Opera House. As a recitalist, Julian has given numerous solo and duo
concerts for organizations such as the Mozart Society of America, Oxford Lieder
Festival and the Royal Opera House. Shortlisted for the 2021 Gramophone Award
for his recording of Eccles’ Semele, Julian's conducting and playing has been
praised in print for its “‘demonic intensity”” (BBC Music Magazine — Recording of
the Month), “fluid and natural pacing” (Gramophone — Editor's Choice) and
“verve and suavity” (Classical Music), conducting “‘as if every bar means the world
to him” (Opera Disc of the Month), and giving “performances that reach to the
heart of the music”’ (International Record Review).  www.julianperkins.com




The piano being used today was made by the firm of Broadwoods in London in
1793. John Broadwood came originally from Oldhamstocks in the Scottish
Borders and moved to London to work with harpsichord maker Burkat Shudi. John
married Shudi’s daughter Barbara and in time became head of the business. Their
sons inherited in due course and became major figures in British musical and
political life in the 19t century. Broadwood was a skilled craftsman and was also
interested in the theory behind his work. He is recorded as having consulted with
Tiberius Cavallo and Dr Edward Whitaker Gray of the British Museum to try to
make string tension even across their instruments and also to calculate the
optimum striking point along the string for the hammers. The string lengths,
known as the ‘scalings’, in this piano are very precise and mathematical. The
bridge is in two sections corresponding to the correct scalings for iron in the treble
and brass in the bass. The change in materials occurs between the notes G# and
A which is where the two sections of the bridge divide. The point where the
hammers hit the strings is approximately 10% of the string length throughout the
compass in order to produce a sound as musically pleasing as possible. The piano
has two pedals, the left to raise the dampers and the right to shift the action
sideways so that the hammers strike one or two instead of the usual three strings.

Jenny Nex, Curator, Musical Instrument Collection, University of Edinburgh

Forthcoming performances:

Wednesday 1 March 2023, 2pm, Reid Concert Hall

Tovey Memorial Prize Competition Final

Esther Leung (piano), Anoukia Nistor (cello), Theo Vickers (piano) with Dima
Tang (guitar), Paloma Leon (composer) and Oskar Jones (piano).

The Tovey Memorial Prize is awarded annually to the Music student who
shows the greatest promise in composition or performance.

Admission Free

Friday 10 March 2023, 1.10pm, McEwan Hall

Ciaran Walker - organ

Works by Roman, Guilain, Couperin, Price, Brahms, Best, Bohm, Stirling and
Lemmens.

Admission Free

For details of further events please check https://www.ed.ac.uk/events

The University of Edinburgh is a charitable body, registered in Scotland, with registration number
SC005336




