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JAMES MacMILLAN
Fir Kommende Zeiten............... 1979

This work is a setting of five short texts from a collection of the
same title by Stockhausen. The texts, like those in From the Seven
Days are basically instructions for possible improvisations, ie:
they act as clear-cut guidelines for instrumental and vocal perfor-
mances. For example, Alle zusammen, alle getrennt..... (No. 1),
Singe mogstlich parallel mit der anderen, Mache Ausnahme und
lange Pausen (No. 3) and Aufwarts Regen in Tropfen und Faden
und eine Melodie (No. 4).

Therefore, the form of the short pieces is entirely dependent on
the texts and on their changing commands, moods and imagery.
Because of this, the music has a very improvisatory character.
The five movements are Schwingung (Vibration), Wellen (Waves),
Zugvogel (Bird of Passage), Japan and Wach (Awake). J.LM.

Gillian McDougall soprano
Alasdair Malloy and Peter Nelson percussion

DAVID FRANCIS URROWS
First String Quartet Op.36

Allegro con brio
Largo affetuoso-Vivo, ben ritmato
Adagio-Vivace assai

Ostensibly an honour thesis for my degree at Brandeis University,
my First String Quartet was written in the spring of 1978, and is
he first work in which I feel I was consciously influenced by the
9 Neo-classical procedures of Piston and other composers of the
* Boston School.

The opening movement is straight-forward and relatively uncom-
plicated. The motif first heard in the cello, of three pairs of
ascending fifths outlining a major-ninth chord, appears in each
movement and is a musical anagram on my initials. The second
movement is a conflated slow-movement-and-scherzo: a lyrical
melody in what might be termed volkston is followed by a rapid,
nervous theme in 5/8, juxtaposed with some jaunty ragtime. The
finale opens with a modified statement of the ‘fifths-motif’,
which reappears later in yet a different guise. This Quartet is
dedicated to my friend and teacher, Randall Thompson. D.F.U.

Philip Harrold, Catherine Farmer violins

Clare Powne viola
Stephen Carpenter cello

Next Concert: Wednesday 21st May

THE EDINBURGH QUARTET with

DUNCAN ROBERTSON tenor
MICHAEL TURNBULL piano

PURCELL Fantasies

WORDSWORTH Three Wordsworth Songs
RUBBRA Quartet No.1 in F Minor Op.35
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS On Wenlock Edge
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